Genetic emergencies in pediatrics.
Genetic emergencies like other medical emergencies require immediate intervention to alter the outcome of the condition in the patient and its effect upon the family. The representative conditions of myelomeningocele, Down's syndrome, cleft lip and palate and adrenogenital syndrome serve to illustrate the need for rapid and comprehensive intervention. Recognition that an emergency exists when a child with a birth defect is born and responsive thoughtful action including family counseling can significantly alter the life of the patient and his family.